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[57] ABSTRACT

A touch tablet (10) for determination of x-axis and y-
axis coordinates of point touched includes a two-layer
operating structure, each layer (11,21) containing a
resistive bar (12,22) at an edge portion of an insulative
substrate and a series of interdigitated conductive path-

ways (14,15) extending toward and away from the bar
and an opposed conductive strip (13,33,43) on at least
one of the layers. The bars and conductive pathways
are orthogonally with respect to one another on each
layer and further are orthogonal on one layer with
respect to those bars and pathways on the other layer. A
potential typically of 5 V is impressed on either one end
of each of the resistive bars or on the interdigitated
pathways.

The two layers (11,21 or 31,41) are normally spaced
from each other by insulative dots (6) on one facing
surface or by an embossed peripheral ridge (56) on the
top surface. Pressing of a point or small area of the top
layer by a user’s finger or hand-operated stylus makes a
contact between the respective conductive pathways
and simultaneously outputs an x-axis and y-axis coordi-
nate voltage variously dependent on the point pressed
and the resistance of the linear length of the bar from
the point of connection of the voltage to the bar and the
intersection of contacted orthogonal pathways. The
resultant 0-5 V output may be picked-off in either a
potentiometric or rheostatic mode and conducted to a
CRT or computer port for processing and display.
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